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GENERAL ACCOUNT AND CLOSED SESSION MINUTES 

Monday, March 15, 2004 
 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners at its regularly meeting of Monday, March 15, 2004, at 8:45 p.m., upon 
a motion by Commissioner Beatty, which carried unanimously, recessed into Closed Session pursuant to North 
Carolina General Statute 143-318.11 (a) (4) To discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of industries or 
other businesses.   
 
Present were Chair Katherine W. Barnes, Vice Chairman Dan A. Hunsucker, Commissioners Glenn E. Barger, 
Barbara G. Beatty, and Lynn M. Lail. 
 
A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were County Manager/Deputy Clerk J. Thomas Lundy, Assistant County Managers Mick W. Berry and 
Joellen J. Daley, County Attorney Robert Oren Eades, Staff Attorney Debra Bechtel, and County Clerk Thelda B. 
Rhoney. 
 
The Board invited Catawba County Economic Development Corporation President Scott Millar to attend the closed 
session. 
 
ZF-Lemforder Auto Parts Project. 
 
Mr. Millar briefly updated the Board on economic incentives for ZF-Lemforder Auto Parts Project.  He said ZF-
Lemforder is one of the 15 largest auto parts suppliers in the world.  ZF-Lemforder, a division specializing in auto 
suspension assemblies, is considering locating a 200 person facility (initially) with investment in land and building of 
$6 million; in equipment and machinery of $30 million; and a working capital commitment of $15 million.  The jobs are 
primarily machining and metalworking and making control arm assemblies for front suspensions of GM Sports Utility 
Vehicles such as Suburban, Tahoe, Hummer, and imports, and will pay more than the Catawba County average 
manufacturing wage.  The company has committed to an average salary of $17 per hour.  There were over 200 
locations initially considered for the project from Canada and throughout the eastern United States.  The two finalist 
sites were narrowed down to Hopkinsville, Kentucky, and Newton, North Carolina.  The EDC has worked with this 
project since November 2002. 
 
Mr. Millar gave an overview of the incentives based on a guaranteed minimum investment of $36,000,000 in taxable 
investment and 200 jobs, 67 percent of the ad valorem receipts at $0.48/$100 valuation x 5 years + $33,333 (payable 
upon their occupancy/startup) equaling $612,213.  The present value of this amount, based on a 7 percent return, 
equals $499,748.  The new site will be located in Newton's Danner Industrial Park.  The City of Newton's commitment 
is $1.2 million cash plus a $600,000 generator.  
 
County Manager J. Thomas Lundy asked the Board to consider calling a special joint meeting with the City of Newton 
Board of Aldermen on Thursday, March 18, 2004, 3:00 p.m., Newton City Hall, Gantt Community Room, 401 North 
Main Avenue, Newton, North Carolina, to discuss possible industrial and business location(s) within the City of 
Newton, including the use of incentives for specific industrial and business locations.   
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North Carolina General Statute 143-318.11 (a) (4) To discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of industries 
or other businesses.   
 
Poppelmann Plastics. 
 
Mr. Millar updated the Board on a possible announcement by Poppelmann Plastics the week of March 29, 2004, or the 
first two weeks of April 2004, depending on date of property closure of March 31, 2004, and a joint meeting with the 
City of Claremont.  There would be 50-65 jobs and a $12 - $15 million investment in Claremont.  Claremont's 
commitment is $530,000 in cash plus infrastructure.  Mr. Millar said he was working with Claremont Attorney Bob 
Grant to get contract language so he could have it reviewed for the County's use and approval.  The County's 
commitment on this project is $230,000, payable upon occupancy in Spring 2005 at the earliest.  Poppelmann is trying 
to announce on or around March 31, 2004. 
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Shuford Development Medical Plaza. 
 
Catawba County Economic Development Corporation President Scott Millar said Shuford Development has not 
formally announced the $8 million Medical Plaza building, which is under construction on Tate Boulevard in Hickory.  
They would probably like to have a similar joint meeting/announcement as with the Shurtape Distribution Center with 
the City of Hickory for this facility to coincide with the Town of Catawba's announcement or sometime shortly 
thereafter.  Neither the City of Hickory nor Catawba County has incentives in the Shuford Development Medical Plaza. 
 
At 9:20 p.m. the Board returned to open session and called for a special meeting with the City of Newton on Thursday, 
March 18, 2004, 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
______________________________ 
Katherine W. Barnes, Chair 

 
 

______________________________ 
Thelda B. Rhoney, County Clerk  

 

 


